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New beginnings create new opportunities.
The creation of the Great Plains Annual Con-
ference of The United Methodist Church is
that kind of new beginning. Many things will
change in our life together. All of these cre-
ate new opportunities for greater faithfulness
and fruitfulness for God.

A great deal of energy has been expended
by the Transition Team, Dream Teams, work-
ing groups and conference staff to plan for
this new entity. The plan of organization we
approved at the Uniting Conference August
22-24, in Salina, Kansas was the covenant
guiding and shaping this new ecclesial real-

ity.

All of the work will be for nothing if we do not
seize this new beginning as a new opportuni-
ty for greater service to Christ. We must take

seriously the mission, calling and priorities

of the new Great Plains Conference and find

ways to live out our service to the best of our abilities.
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Bishop Scott Jameson Jones
and Mary Lou Reece

What we will accomplish together will be by the power and guidance of the Holy
Spirit. We need to pray daily for the power to flow through us and shape our
thoughts, words and deeds.

This is the last Journal of the Kansas East Annual Conference. It marks the end
of a particular way of being a connectional church in this part of God’s work. We
have celebrated our accomplishments and remembered our saints. We have
thanked God for our many blessings. There is something a little painful in say-
ing goodbye to a community that has shaped us for so long. Yet, what God has
done through us in the past will not be lost. We hope to carry forward the best

of the Kansas East, Kansas West and Nebraska Annual Conferences. We will

be enriched by the traditions and experiences of each one. We will learn from
each other and together find new ways of making disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.

| am deeply grateful for this conference and all it has meant to its laity, clergy,
congregations and missions. What God will do through us in years to come will
be based on all that has been accomplished through us and our foremothers and
forefathers in the past. As bishop of all three conferences, | have learned much
from each one and been blessed by each one in many ways. May we all seek
God’s blessings so that we can bless others in the name of Christ.
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The Kansas East cabinet (left to right):
Kibum Kim, Kay Scarbrough, Mike Chamberlain,
Bishop Scott Jones, Dennis Ackerman, Claudia Bakely




14 KANSAS EAST CONFERENCE 2013

1. LEADERSHIP OF THE CONFERENCE

A. Officers of the Kansas East Conference of The United Methodist
Church, Inc. (through December 31, 2013)

President
Bishop Scott J. Jones, 9440 E. Boston, Suite 160, Wichita 67207-3600
316-686-0600
bishop@greatplainsumc.org

Conference Lay Leader
Oliver Green, 4200 SW 28th St., Topeka 66614-2210 785-273-5593

oliverdeck@aol.com

Secretary
Karen Robertson, PO Box 4187, Topeka 66604-0187 877-972-9111

conferencesecretary@kansaseast.org

Treasurer/Director of Administrative Services
Gary Beach, PO Box 4187, Topeka 66604-0187 877-972-9111
gbeach@kansaseast.org

District Superintendents
Five Rivers District

Dennis Ackerman, 3300 Clinton Parkway Court, Suite 110, Lawrence
66047-2629 785-841-4804
ds@b5riversds.com

Flint Hills District
Claudia Bakely, 104 S 4th Street, Manhattan 66502-6173 785-776-7730
cbakely@kansaseast.org

Kansas City District
Mike Chamberlain, 12900 Metcalf Ave. Ste. 200, Overland Park 66213-2600
913-722-4775
ds@kcdistrictumc.org

Parsons District
Kibum Kim, PO Box 244, Parsons 67357-0244 620-421-9149
kkim@kansaseast.org

Topeka District
Kay Scarbrough, PO Box 4187, Topeka 66604-0187 877-972-9111
kscarbrough@kansaseast.org
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B. Other Conference Leadership and Staff

Director of Congregational Excellence, Great Plains Area
Evelyn Fisher, 9440 E Boston, Wichita 67207 800-745-2350

efisher@greatplainsumc.org

Director of Clergy Excellence, Great Plains Area
Nancy Lambert, 3333 Landmark Cir, Lincoln NE 68504 402-464-5994

nlambert@greatplainsumc.org

Small Membership Church Coordinator, Great Plains Area
Micki McCorkle, 9440 E Boston, Ste 110, Wichita 67207-3600 800-745-2350

mmccorkle@greatplainsumc.org

Pensions and Benefits Officer
Carol Fusaro, PO Box 4187, Topeka 66604-0187 877-972-9111
cfusaro@kansaseast.org
Assistant: Peggy Mihoover

Kansas Director of Marketing and Communications
Lisa Diehl, 9440 E Boston, Suite 110, Wichita 67207-3600 866-915-3638

Idiehi@kswestumc.org
Assistants: Susan Cooper, Britt Bradley, Cindy Kelly

Coordinator of New Church Development, Great Plains Area
Nathan Stanton, 9440 E Boston, Suite 110, Wichita 67207-3600 800-745-2350

nstanton@greatplainsumc.org

Kansas Transition into Ministry Program Director
Nicole Conard, 9440 E Boston, Wichita 67207 800-745-2350

nconard@greatplainsumc.org

Bishop’s Administrative Assistant
Leslie Ann Browning, 9440 E. Boston, Suite 160, Wichita 67207-3600

316-686-0600 Ilabrowning@greatplainsumc.org
Leslie Ann’s Assistant: Denise Rogers

Board of Ordained Ministry Registrar, Great Plains Area
Karen Jeffcoat, 3333 Landmark Cir, Lincoln NE 68504 402-464-5994

registrar@greatplainsumc.org

Camping Ministries Interim Director - Camp Chippewa
James Rickner, 2577 Idaho Road, Ottawa 66067 785-242-6797

jrickner@kansaseast.org

Youth Ministry Coordinator, Great Plains Area
Shane Hinderliter, 9440 E Boston, Suite 110, Wichita 67207 800-745-2350

shinderliter@kswestumc.org
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. Hispanic Ministry Coordinator, Great Plains Area
Corey Godbey, 9440 E Boston, Suite 110, Wichita 67207-3600 800-745-2350

cordangod@gmail.com

Local Church Ministry Consultant
Lonnie Bailey, PO Box 4187, Topeka 66604-0187 877-972-9111

Ibailey@kansaseast.org

VIM/Disaster Response Coordinator
Julie Pohl, PO Box 518, Elwood 66024-0518 816-390-0324 (cell)

kseastvim@yahoo.com

Connectional Ministries Office
Kay Inman, PO Box 4187, Topeka 66604-0187 877-972-9111
kinman@kansaseast.org

Administrative Services and Treasurer’s Office Staff
Assistant Treasurer: Niki Buesing
nbuesing@kansaseast.org
Staff: Sherrie Antholz, Jan Swift and JoEllen McGranahan
PO Box 4187, Topeka 66604-0187 877-972-9111

Small group conversations on Friday afternoon helped members
learn more about the transition to the Great Plains Conference.



LEADERSHIP AND STAFF

17

Cabinet Contacts with Boards and Agencies

Dennis Ackerman
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Conference Leadership Team

Diversity and Advocacy

New Church Development

Nominations

Saint Paul Course of Study Board of Advisors
Wesley KU Board

ike Chamberlain

Conference Leadership Team

Finance and Administration

Sexual Ethics/Protection Policies Implementation Team
Board of Pensions and Health Benefits

HOLA

Kay Scarbrough - Dean of the Cabinet
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Conference Leadership Team

Personnel

Human Resources

Sessions and Rules

Joint Committee on Incapacity

Episcopacy Committee

United Methodist Homes Board of Trustees
Youthville Board of Trustees

Washburn Campus Ministry Board

laudia Bakely

Conference Leadership Team

Board of Trustees

United Methodist Campus Ministry in Kansas
Conference Council on Youth Ministries
Asbury Park Board of Trustees

Emporia State Campus Ministry Board
Kansas State Campus Ministry Board

Kibum Kim
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Conference Leadership Team

Lay Ministry

Board of Ordained Ministry

United Methodist Rural Fellowship
Pittsburg State Campus Ministry Board
Ethnic Local Church Concerns



