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Authorization Needed for Release of Background Check Report




A request for certification as a candidate will not be considered until the background check and 
psychological assessment are completed and reports received by the Conference Registrar.


The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church, 2016, requires that a candidate for licensed or ordained ministry must complete and release a criminal background check, credit checks, a vehicle records check, and a psychological assessment.  In order to fulfill the background, credit, and vehicle records check, the Great Plains Conference uses the services of Oxford Document Company, Inc. 
For the background, credit, and vehicle records check, you will be asked to provide information about your family, the schools you have attended, your employment history, and the places in which you have lived.  You will also be asked to respond to a series of questions, which are, of necessity, intimate in nature.  If you do not understand a question, please ask for help. 
Communications with your schools, employers, congregations and supervisors will make it clear that our inquiry is being made to comply with The Book of Discipline, and not because we suspect that you are - or have been - involved in inappropriate conduct.  Except as may be required by law, the information you supply will be seen by members of the Board of Ordained Ministry and will become a part of your confidential personnel record.  Where mandated by law, the information you supply will be produced. 
Please act promptly when you are contacted. The entire screening process can take 3-18 months. The quicker you act and reply at each stage of the process, the quicker you can be through it.

Authorization and Release

I consent to a background review as I seek to be certified as a candidate in the Great Plains Conference.  For the entire screening process, I agree that the information I provide may be verified by contacting persons and organizations with whom I have had contact or which may have information concerning me, whether disclosed in the background questionnaire or not.  I understand that information may be sought from law enforcement agencies, resources or data bases.  I agree to release from liability and damages the Great Plains Conference and its members, employees and agents who conduct and participate in any such review and those individuals, organizations and their agents who provide information about me during this review, only to the extent that such information is released without malicious intent.  All materials pertaining to the background check shall be the property of the Great Plains Conference. I authorize all such persons to treat a photocopy of this authorization as though it were an original, executed authorization.

Failure to complete the background check (criminal, credit, and vehicle) halts your credentialing process in The United Methodist Church.




__________________________________________  	__________________________
Signature							Date

Please print clearly:
Name: ______________________________________________________________	
Address: _____________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________________	State: ____________	Zip:______________
E-mail Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 
District: ____________________________________	
Date of Declared Candidacy (if known): ___________________________
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